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Written by Adil ZAARI JABIRI
Belgium-migration 
In Brussels, solidarity in action to offer bed and board for refugees (Story)


Brussels, 4th September 2015 (MAP) - Not far from the glass and steel buildings of the European institutions in Brussels, passers-by can't miss the view of a park covered with tents, arbors and shacks. Hundreds of refugees, coming from Iraq, Syria, Libya and Afghanistan patched there together a makeshift camp.
 
These survivors of the rough crossing of the Mediterranean Sea who, at the risk of their lives, made it through heavy swells to reach dry land, wait at the foreigners' office, the one that registers the newcomers and delivers the magic key of their integration. 

Ammar, 32 years old, a refugee from Iraq, claims that his voyage to the European Eldorado lasted 24 days with endless nights in the sea. "I left my family in Iraq. I fled the war, poverty, Daesh, hell", he confided to MAP Agency. 

In this garden-camp, women, children and elders expect a smile or any other gesture of comfort. They are not needy, for charitable souls did what's necessary.
Contingents of food supplies, covers, clothes, toys and medicines are made available. 
Christine came from the province of Lindburg, in Flanders, with her son aged 12. "I watch everyday images of these refugees on TV. I couldn't stand insensitive. I brought what I could", she said. 

Her son, giving an amused look, seems happy to play along with the camera, as a Flemish TV asked him about this generous gesture. He didn't hesitate to answer enthusiastically the journalists, displaying the stuff he was intending to give to his fellow refugees. 

Nearby, some illegal migrants participate to the stewardship of the camp. A banner marking the limits of their headquarters reads "Illegal migrants welcome the refugees". These other damned of Europe give what they can, guide, advise, and play even the role of interpreters. 

Assad, a Palestinian refugee based in Brussels two years ago, offers his services as a hairdresser. He chose a spot next to the bathrooms to establish his "Salon" where he receives free of charge whoever would care for a haircut or a trim-beard. 
"I'm a volunteer. I have myself gone through the same situation. I give what I know to do. You should take of your appearance, even in time of hardships", claims this young Palestinian.
In this camps kept by discreet soldiers, solidarity is also in action through social networks. Volunteers created pages on Facebook to register the needs on the spot, organize the gatherings or centralize and coordinate the civic assistance. 
Far from this atmosphere, the "White-collars" of the European Union, presumably staggered by the photo of Aylan", the small kid thrown offshore by the waves, held new meetings in Brussels and Luxembourg to discuss the thorny issue of migration. With no common plan of action, they put on the floor different scenarios for a way out of the crisis. 

Some talked about distribution of the migrants by quotas, others wanted to get rid of the problem out of the EU, by establishing asylum centers next to conflict zones. They all agree that Europe as a whole is concerned by the migration crisis and that a common response is required. 

A new meeting is scheduled for the 14th of September in Brussels, another occasion where probably quotas of migrants would be imposed to the members of the EU. 
In the meantime, asylum seekers at the Brussels's Park will spend the night out in the open, while waiting for better days. 
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