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Impoverished people from Lebanon

November 30 - You can see them sleeping under the bridges and on the bridges. You can see them barefooted, semi clad and many of them turn garbage dumping places into shelters to protect themselves from scorching heat and severe cold.
These vagabonds or those who live in abject poverty as some people would like to describe them, seem indifferent about their surroundings.
If you ask them how they are doing, tears run in their cheeks as words fail to describe their appalling state.
Yes....these sights make any person feel angry, frustrated and forlorn. 
One can’t help but feel deeply sorry for the homeless and impoverished people who have been betrayed by an unmoved society and rulers whose only concern is to stay in power.
Is it logical that in the 21st century to see a 70 year old man with an amputated leg cuddling in torn blanket under a bridge and surrounded by garbage bags?
Officials boast to the media that they built these bridges to ease the notorious traffic congestion in Beirut.
But unfortunately these officials seem to forget that there are homeless and poor people living under these bridges because they can’t find a free shelter.
Is it possible that in the 21st century and in the age of computers and fast internet and in the age of globalization, there are children begging in the streets, hoping that a pedestrian or a motorist will be kind enough to reach his wallet   and offer one or two Lebanese pounds to these poor souls?
These children just want few pennies to nourish their hunger.
We in Lebanon, the country of hospitality and generosity, boast that our country is a country of wonder and point proudly that Beirut has been chosen as the capital book of the Arab world.
We have hosted many important international events like the Euro-Mediterranean Olympics, the Asian soccer championship as well as other equally significant activities.
We also have been kind enough to express our sympathy and support to the victims of Haiti which was hit by a devastating earthquake that claimed thousands of lives.
We rushed emergency aid to Haiti and who knows we may also send tons of assistance to Chile and other countries that were afflicted by earthquakes.

Our problem is that we look beyond our borders to extend a helping hand to other nations at a time when there people who are living in horrendous conditions right under our nose.
What role is the state playing in caring for its needy and desperate citizens?
These wretched souls have been left to their own destiny and no one has enough courtesy to offer them any kind of assistance to alleviate their pains and suffering. No one tends to their open wounds. No one pays any attention to their dire needs. We can’t help but ask what the Ministry of Social Affairs is doing to solve these problems and where are their awareness programs?
Why we don’t conduct a national survey to determine the number f poor and needy people, many of whom have turned street corners into their shelters, The abject poverty has prompted many of the wretched souls to beg for money and some even were compelled to pick pockets and snatch purses.
We can’t help but ask why committees are not formed to conduct surveys in the streets and alleys in different regions of the country.
It is true that some of the non government organizations (NGOs) do carry out some activities to help some of the needy people and it is also true that a few number of TV stations shed light on some of the afflicted citizens who are unable to make ends meet.
But all these much appreciated gestures are temporary solutions.
There are only few people who were fortunate enough to benefit from the benevolent gestures from NGOs and other charity groups in the country.
Why do we apply human rights in other countries and ignore it in our own country?

Why we don’t form an emergency committee that tends to the victims of war because the war is the main reason for poverty and dire need.
We have seen lot of cases where families in Lebanon fragmented to an extent that a brother kills his own brother not to mention successive occupations which our country experienced and the last one was the July 2006 aggression.
Didn’t all these developments cause a sharp decline in the standard of living and an alarming rise in unemployment rate?
What happened to those who lost their factories, companies and houses during the last war on Lebanon?
Of course these unfortunate people have nowhere else to go and some were forced to beg in the streets and run to the nearest bridge to cover from rain.
Statistics showed that 150,000 Lebanese children live in abject poverty.
What does this mean?
This means that a big number of beggars, vagabonds and pick pocket children are literally roaming the streets of provinces.
Many of these impoverished people dwell in ramshackle houses and some hardly have any roof on top.
Kitchens, if found, is nothing more than hot water jug, a wooden plate to place empty glasses and gas cylinder to boil water.
Touring these rickety houses one will only find tormented people living under these inhumane conditions.
One sure thing is that you won’t find happy faces in these places.
It is normal to ask yourself for how long can this class of people will remain marginalized in a country that participated in drafting the human rights codes and laws.
There were lot of seminars and lectures that touched on poverty and their causes but few of them did actually solve these chronic problems.
Some statistic s even shows that one third of Lebanon’s population live below the line of poverty.
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the United Nations for Development Program (UNDP) as well other organizations talked about poverty in Lebanon but offered little solutions to these problems.
To make matters worse, the global financial crisis also impacted the Lebanese economy as the number of unemployment among the youths rose sharply.
Faced with these problems, some of the youths resorted to drugs in attempt to forget their problems.
Abu Tarek, a man in his 60s, is a living example of those who were traumatized by the deteriorating economic conditions in Lebanon.
Wearing torn clothes, Abu Tarek talks about his ordeal and how he was driven to this atrocious state.
Abu Tarek recalls that he was a manager of one of the hotels in Beirut before the war.
“But when the war broke out, one of the artillery shells struck my house in Beirut, killing my only son,” Abu Tarek said.
He added that the hotel management was forced to terminate the services of all the staff and this prompted him to sell his house and all their belongings.
After trying in vain to find a job, Abu Tarek living conditions rapidly deteriorated and was driven into poverty and despair.
Now, Abu Tarek is forced to scavenge for food from empty food cans that have been dumped in garbage bins.
There are many cases like Abu Tarek and any person can see these wretched souls hunting for food from garbage dumps in Beirut and other parts of the country.

The end result is one: poverty and more poverty.
Politicians bicker over every reform item at a time when there are many people struggling to feed their empty stomachs, What is need is a new government policy to tackle the poverty problem and alleviate the suffering of poor people although one should admit that there are no full solutions to the issue poverty in Lebanon.
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